Survive Unit Design
Grade 7
RI Statements of Enduring Knowledge - (Established Goals):  

LS 2 Matter cycles and energy flows through an ecosystem.

LS 4 - Humans are similar to other species in many ways, and yet are unique among Earth’s life forms.

	Related Rhode Island GSE’s 

(Understandings)
	RI Assessment Targets 

Assessment Evidence

	LS2 (7-8) –5

Students demonstrate an understanding of equilibrium in an ecosystem by …

5a identifying which biotic (e.g., bacteria, fungi, plants, animals) and abiotic (e.g., weather, climate, light, water, temperature, soil composition, catastrophic events) factors affect a given ecosystem

LS2  (7-8) –6

Students demonstrate an understanding of energy flow in an ecosystem by …

6a Explaining the transfer of the sun’s energy through living systems and its effect upon them.

Students  demonstrate an understanding of food webs in an ecosystem by…

6e Creating or interpreting a model that traces the flow of energy in a food web

LS2  (7-8)-7 Students demonstrate an understanding of recycling in an ecosystem by…

7a diagramming or sequencing a series of steps showing how matter cycles among and between organisms and the physical environment

7b developing a model for a food web of local aquatic and local terrestrial environments.

LS4 (7-8)-11 Students demonstrate their understanding of human heredity by…

11a recognizing that characteristics of an organism result from inherited traits of one or more genes from the parents and others result from interactions with the environment.


	LS2(5-8) INQ+SAE-5

Using data and observations, predict outcomes when abiotic/biotic factors are changed in an ecosystem

LS2(5-8) SAE-7
Given an ecosystem, trace how matter cycles among and between organisms and the physical environment (includes water, oxygen, food web, decomposition, recycling but NOT carbon cycle or nitrogen cycle).

LS2(5-8) SAE-7
Given an ecosystem, trace how matter cycles among and between organisms and the physical environment (includes water, oxygen, food web, decomposition, recycling but NOT carbon cycle or nitrogen cycle).

LS4(5-8) POC-11
Using data provided, select evidence that supports the concept that genetic information is passed on from both parents to offspring.



	
	Investigation
	Focus Questions
(Essential Questions)
	Big Ideas

(Understandings)

	1
	The Hook

The Task: Paradise Island p.4  (TE pp.2-6)

Activity: ”Island, You Land, We All Land”
	· 
	

	2
	Food Chains and Webs

Activity: “Owl Be Seeing You” p.21 (TE pp.13-14)
	· 
	

	3
	Activity: “Traiting 

 Places” pp.30-31

 (TE pp.15-17)

“Survival of the

 Fittest” pp. 36-38

 (TE pp.18-22)


	· 
	

	4
	Activity: 

“Bunnies Beware” pp.48-49

(TE pp. 23-26)


	· 
	

	5
	Kit Activities when

Aligned with Scientist’s Notebook
Writing: “Writing to Persuade”  p.61 (TE pp.36-38)
	· 
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