Earth Science Unit Design

Grade 6
RI Statements of Enduring Knowledge - (Established Goals):  

ESS1 - The earth and earth materials as we know them today have developed over long periods of time, through continual change processes

	Related Rhode Island GSE’s 

(Understandings)
	RI Assessment Targets 
Assessment Evidence

	ESS1 (5-6)–1

Students demonstrate an understanding of processes and change over time within earth systems by …

1a identifying and describing the layers of the earth.

1b plotting location of volcanoes and earthquakes and explaining the relationship between the location of these phenomena and faults.

ESS1 (7-8)–1

Students demonstrate an understanding of processes and change over time within earth systems by …

1a citing evidence and developing a logical argument for plate movement using fossil evidence, layers of sedimentary rock, location of mineral deposits, and shape of the continents.

ESS1 (7-8)–3

Students demonstrate an understanding of processes and change over time within earth systems by …

3a evaluating slow processes (e.g. weathering, erosion, mountain building, sea floor spreading) to determine how the earth has changed and will continue to change over time.
3b evaluating fast processes (e.g. erosion, volcanoes and earthquakes) to determine how the earth has changed and will continue to change over time. 

3c  investigating the effect of flowing water on landforms (e.g. stream table, local environment).


	ESS1 (5-8) INQ+ POC –1

Use geological evidence provided to support the idea that the Earth’s crust/lithosphere is composed of plates that move.

ESS1 (5-8) POC –3

Explain how earth events (abruptly and over time) can bring about changes in Earth’s surface: landforms, ocean floor, rock features, or climate


	
	Investigation
	Focus Questions
(Essential Questions)
	Big Ideas
(Understandings)

	1
	Layers of the Earth
	· 
	

	2
	Continental Drift Theory
	· 
	

	3
	Plate Tectonics
	· 
	

	4
	Earthquakes and Volcanoes
	· 
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