Balance and Motion Kit 

Grade 1

For each section of this kit we have an Engaging Scenario in which we challenge the students to use the knowledge they will gain through their experiments to solve our problem.  It helps to focus their thinking on each section of the kit.  

	Balance –

I have this toy that I bought that is supposed to balance on this string.  The directions were not in the box so I tried to figure out how to get Ernie to balance.  After we learn a lot about balance we will come back to Ernie to see if we can get him to balance on his wire.  

   


	Motion –

These tops are like the kind that my father used to spin as a boy.  I found them in his old things.  He doesn’t remember how to spin them so I’ll need your help to figure out how to do this.  Let’s learn as much as we can about spinning and twirling then see if we can make them move. 


	Rollers- 

Who has toys like these at home?  We are going to do some experiments with things that roll.  Then we will see if we can make these toys roll a long way with only 1 push.  Let’s get started!  




These engaging Scenarios tend to help keep the students focused on the big idea.  They help them come back to this question and use all the knowledge they have learned.  They are built in performance assessments. 

 Next year we plan to have them write in their Science Journals with a prediction of how to solve the scenario question at the start of the unit and then how they actually solved the question at the end of the unit.
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